Implications of Best Practice in Falls Prevention across Epworth: A Prospective Comparative Stud
Spencer Fowler Steeng. .3, A/Prof Dean McKenzie,, >4, Professor Anastasia Hutchinson,,,!3 Kate Steen,,

Epworth HealthCare

Monash University

Deakin University

: Swinburne University of Technology E
pworth

Introductio Methodolog Research
Inpatient Falls Analyses Conducted

Falls substantially impact the health and recovery
of hospital inpatients, costing Australia over an
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estimated $AUD 1 billion annually!-2. Epworth is - Funnel plots*>:*“ compare each hospital ward'’s
involved in a NHMRC-funded research project3 by falls prevention strategy usage to overall means of
Monash Partners to investigate effectiveness of falls the wards, using 95% (two standard deviations
prevention strategies, including mobilisation above the mean) and 99.7% (three standard

alarms deviations above the mean) ‘control limits’

m

« Funnel plots have recently been used in Australia®

» To use ‘funnel plots’ to compare falls prevention to identify injury trends in patients admitted to
strategy usage at 7 anonymous Epworth wards, major trauma services, helping reduce the burden
across 10 days in January 2023 of injury

Results and Discussio
Funnel Plots

Funnel Plots
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Hospital wards A & G are above the upper
99.7% control limit for patient visibility,

wards C & F are below the lower 99.7%
limit

Non-Slip Socks Being Worn

No hospital wards are above or below the
99.7% limits for mobilisation alarm use

U

Hospital ward F is above the upper 99.7%
control limit for non-slip sock usage, ward
G is below the lower 99.7% limit
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Conclusions

Funnel plots clearly show which wards need to be followed up, particularly those above and below the
99.7% limits. The next step would be to investigate possible reasons including differences in case mix

Software used: QI Macros for Excel 2023
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